POPULAR TALES

He then employed all his powers of wit and sophistry to
ridicule the principles which he had abandoned. In short, he
affected to glory in a species of political profligacy ; and laughed
or sneered at public virtue, as if it could only be the madness
of enthusiasm, or the meanness of hypocrisy. By the brilliancy
of his conversation, and the gaiety of his manners, Sir Hyacinth
sometimes succeeded in persuading others that he was in the
right; but, alas ! there was one person whom he could never
deceive, and that was himself. He despised himself, and
nothing could make him amends for the self-complacency that
he had lost. Without self-approbation, all the luxuries of life
are tasteless.

Sir Hyacinth O'Brien, however, was for some years thought,
by those who could see only the outward man, to be happy;
and it was not till the derangement of his affairs became public
that the world began at once to pity and blame him. He had
a lucrative place, but he was, or thought himself, obliged to live
in a style suited to it; and he was not one shilling the richer
for his place. He endeavoured to repair his shattered fortunes
by marrying a rich heiress, but the heiress was, or thought
herself, obliged to live up to her fortune; and, of course, her
husband was not one shilling the richer for his marriage.
When Sir Hyacinth was occasionally distressed for money, his
agent, who managed all affairs in his absence, borrowed money
with as much expedition as possible; and expedition, in matters
of business, must, as everybody knows, be paid for exorbitantly.
There are men who, upon such terms, will be as expeditious in
lending money as extravagance and ambition united can desire.
Mr. Hopkins was one of these: and he was the money-lender
who supplied the baronet's real and imaginary wants. Sir
Hyacinth did not know the extreme disorder of his own affairs,
till a sudden dissolution of Parliament obliged him to prepare
for the expense of a new election. When he went into the
country, he was at once beset with duns and constituents who
claimed from him favours and promises. Miserable is the man
who courts popularity, if he be not rich enough to purchase
what he covets.

Our baronet endeavoured to laugh off with a good grace
his apostasy from the popular party; and whilst he could laugh
at the head of a plentiful table, he could not fail to find many
who would laugh with him; but there was a strong party formed
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